
 

  The healed man in this story was clear that there was not a lot that he

knew about Jesus. He couldn't speak to his characteristics, his way of

living, shoot, since he was blind when he encountered Jesus, he couldn’t

even pick him out of a line up. But this did not stop him from testifying…

literally. He was brought before a group of religious leaders and gave a

testimony of the events as he knew them. He was a witness for Jesus.

For Christians today, we have he possibility to learn at least a couple

things:

On Sunday Pastor Wes spoke about Jesus having brought sight to a man

who was born blind. This man, now with sight for the first time stands

before the Pharisees and says about Jesus, "Whether he is a sinner I do not

know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see" (John 9:25).

 

Pastor Wes brought up how we were all, at one point or another, spiritually

blind, but having believed in Christ, we have been given sight. We have

been dramatically changed. We are not the person who we used to be

because of Jesus. Think about the situation that this man was in; his past

and current state, then spend the first five minutes of your discussion time

thinking through this question: 

As people who have been changed by our encounter with Jesus, what

responsibility do we have to live like changed people in the world, and

what does that look like?
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 Live like we can see: It would have been ridiculous for the man who

had been given sight to continue to sit and beg, to walk around with a

cane, or being led by others. He was changed. Christian, we also have

been changed. To live like we used to live before we encountered

Jesus (to say He has changed us but live like He hasn't) is to be a false

and confusing witness to what Jesus had done for us.                                     

-

 Testify about what we know: Many of us get uncomfortable about

sharing what Jesus has done for us because we don't have an answer

about what happened to the dinosaurs. We are never going to have an

answer to all the question, but no one will ever be able to take from us

the one thing that we know for sure. We encountered Jesus and he

changed us.

a.

b.

  

This One Thing I Know

   Worry of separation should never be a reason to fear either

committing our lives to Christ or testifying about how He changed us

when we did, because regardless of what the people around us are

doing, we can count on the fact that we will never be alone.

This leads us two our second point of discussion. When we begin to testify

about what we know, about what Jesus has done for us, we should be

prepared to face some resistance. Pastor we said, "when you meet Jesus,

things and people who were once attracted to you because of your

lifestyle will no longer celebrate you but will reject you," and Paul says it

like this in 2 Timothy 3:12, "Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in

Christ Jesus will be persecuted." Some people who used to be our closest

friends will want to have little to do with us when we begin to live a testify

to a changed life, and as people designed to live in community, this can be

a really hard pill to swallow. Spend a few minutes to and discuss this next

question:

How does Jesus equip us to handle the separation that we will face when

we begin to live differently from the world?

 

1.

Question Two



 

  When Jesus commissions his disciples out into the world in Matthew

28:16-20, the last words that Matthew documents are a promise. Jesus

says in verse 20, "...And behold, I am with you always, to the end of

the age." Jesus has given a promise to Christians that He will never

leave them. Christ will remain with us, and in the person of the Holy

Spirit we have God as near to us as anyone ever has. The consistent

presence of God dwelling with His people should be an

encouragement to us.                                                                                

 -

  In addition to this, Jesus has also made us a part of His Body, the

Church. It's my belief that Christ has designed the Church in such a

way that the needs of every believer may be met within, and this

includes the need for relationships. In Acts 2, one of the primary four

things that the early church primarily devoted themselves to was

fellowship. Christ does not leave us to flounder in the world all alone.

a.

b.

  

This One Thing I Know

   There is such a great display of grace in the fact that God has reached

down to us in the person of Jesus Christ; that the eternal Word of God

wrapped himself up in flesh and bones and came to live with us. There

are so many ways that the Christian can rightly respond to this, but let's

really briefly talk about three:

Finally, Pastor Wes said something about the Christian faith that makes it

stand out amongst other belief systems. God in the person of Jesus, came

into the world to get us. We did not reach up to grab him. Pastor Wes said

it this way, "And that is the beautiful thing that separates Christianity from

all other religions… Christianity is the God of all Creation loving and

seeking us." With your last bit of time, discuss this question:

How should we respond to the fact that God comes to us when we could

not and come toHim?
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Question Three



 

  Thanksgiving: The Christian has more reason than anyone else to

give thanks. God has come and made himself known to us, and He has

offered us salvation in His Son Jesus. Our lives are different because

of this, and it is worthy of consistent thanksgiving, regardless of our

life circumstances. It may be hard to think about ways to give thanks

while you're cooped up in your home, but we can always be thankful

that God has made himself known to us.                                                  

 -

  Humility: The fact that we could not, by our own efforts, go up to

God should stir up in us unreal amounts of humility. Unlike the

Pharisees who considered themselves righteous because of their own

great effort, the Christian believes that any righteousness we may

have is actually the righteousness of Christ given to us as a free gift.

Because we haven't done anything to earn this gift, it should cause us

to walk humbly among our brothers and sisters in the Church and

even among our unbelieving neighbors, because if not for the grace of

Jesus, we would be in the same place of lostness.                                  

 -

  Worship: Last week, we talked about the "One Thing" that should be

the priority of the Christian. The reality that God has come to us in

Jesus when we could not go to Him should cause us to be sold-out

worshippers of God. Because Christ gave his life to save us, we should

give our whole lives to worshipping him.  

a.

b.

c.
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Question Three


